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Trends

The Age of ‘Independent Publishing’

Recently in South Korea, independent bookstores are gaining increasingly more
attention, especially among younger Koreans. As a testament to this, the number
of independent bookstores has been on the rise after being pushed to the brink

of extinction by large bookstores, online booksellers and a general decline in

the number of book readers. At an event not too long ago where 20 independent
bookstores introduced and sold books at Seoul’s international book fair, many
visitors came to see what it was all about. This section takes a look at the reasons
behind this recent trend.

1. The place where ‘concepts’ are sold, not ‘books’

The biggest advantage independent
bookstores have is that they can make
their own ‘concept’ - something difficult
for larger bookstores to risk. Large
bookstores aim to sell books to all readers
and so they offer as many categories as

they can, making it difficult for them

to select one characteristic to stick to.
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However, independent bookstores can create their own unique
concept that sets them apart from others. A good example would be
the ‘Saie’ travel bookshop in Yeonnam-dong in Seoul. This location
solely focuses on books about travel - it offers travel books as well

as light reading for while on the go. The store is full of books that

involve travel.

‘Saie’ Travel Bookshop&Coffee, an independent bookstore focusing on travel
and travel-related experiences

Another concept bookstore would be the ‘Mystery Union’ near
Sinchon train station. This bookstore offers 1,600 mystery novels,

making it obvious what its concept is. Readers who visit the store

‘Mystery Union’, a mystery novel concept bookstore
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are welcome to browse through a number of mystery books, like
detective novels that can get your palms sweaty or those that tap
readers’ imaginations.

Like these two stores, independent booksellers are now attempting
to draw in customers with a firm concept, instead of selling all
kinds of books like the larger bookstores do. They do not lure in
readers with a vast number of books and book categories, but
with their concepts and content. This also pertains to the fact that
independent published works now have enough content power

to attract readers.

2. Make customers ‘buy’ books, not ‘read’ them

In large bookstores, customers browse books as if they are in a
library. They are aware even if they stop reading in the middle of
a good book, they can come back the next day to finish it as large
bookstores have ample copies of books. However, this is not the
case for independent bookstores as they have a limited number
of copies, due to the fact that most of the books on sale there are
independent works. Once customers leave the store without buying
the book they like, it is unlikely they will be able to come back
and buy it after changing their mind. This is why at independent
bookstores, readers usually buy books first.

This is yet another advantage independent bookstores have
that has led to increased independent publications. More outlets

sell their work, while actual readers buy them. Independent
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published works do not have
International Standard Book
Numbers (ISBN), so their
sales statistics cannot be

tracked. However, when

considering the fact that the T

number of bookstores selling i L8 30 o
these books now stands at e s
60 nationwide when there P T TRy e R

were just seven a year or two
ago, we can easily say that The roughly 60 independent bookstore locations
seen on ‘Bookshop Map in Korea'

demand and supply have

both grown. More stores, more books and more readers.

3. Books that only | know

Another reason independent bookstores are popular is due to
their rarity and how their visitors enjoy this exclusivity. Readers
who visit large bookstores do not take pictures and post them on
the Internet to show they were there. This is due to the fact that
large bookstores are easily accessible by everyone. However, with
independent bookstores, this changes. Visitors want to prove they
had visited somewhere unique, someplace only they know. And
because these bookstores have their separate concepts, this also
reflects on the visitor’s taste. This has led to more Koreans taking

to social networks to talk about these independent bookstores and
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for the bookstores themselves that usually don’t have a separate
marketing tool, this can be a boon.

The books found at these stores are also different and are rare,
compared to mainstream publications. Reading these and
‘discovering’ these books helps readers look unique. For instance,
there are comic cooking books, where readers can learn to cook
through comics, while another book offers itself as a graphic
dictionary for South Korea’s national treasures. These are unlike
ordinary books one can easily find at large bookstores. In addition
to these, there are independent works that are handwritten just
because the author didn’t feel like printing them, or books with
just two copies - one for the author and one to sell. It all adds up to
the fun found at independent bookstores, where rare and unique

content can show one’s taste and make readers feel special.

Wiz,
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A comic cookbook, where recipes are in the form of comics
© The Kooh

The popularity of independent bookstores and their content has

boosted diversity in South Korea’s books and made the country’s
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publication environment rich. A variety of themes and concepts that
had been buried due to their previously unknown economic value
are now out in the light, showing what South Korea’s publishing
industry can be capable of. Also, these unique books are now just
receiving interest from foreign readers thanks to their experimental
value that goes in hand with today’s trends that stress the value of
the individual. Hallyu has shaken up the global contents market
with K-pop, K-fashion and K-food. Industry observers’ hopes are
high a new hallyu will be driven by K-books.

National Treasures of Korea - a dictionary with South Korea's national treasures
in the form of graphic illustrations
© ZEROPERZERO
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Korean publisher

An endless adventure for artistic completion...40 years in just
picture books “Borim Press”

Korean publishers are expanding their presence in the offshore publication market.
At this time when foreign publishers taking increasing interest, here are two unique
Korean publishers we personally visited to hear their diverse stories.

Curiosity grows when one hears a publisher has insisted on making
only picture books for more than 40 years. When that particular
publisher is known for their willingness to take on challenges and
adventures while adhering to the utmost artistic perfection, you
can’t help but look further.

Borim Press has been forging its own path from 1976 with the
motto, “Picture books are works of art”. Of its published works,
90 percent are picture books. However, these books are not solely
meant for children as the publisher aims to create creative picture
books that carry artistic value, according to Kwon Jong-taek, the
head of Borim. Borim’s The Collection series mirrors this attempt
to create books that surpass age and generations. In the case of

books for children, this can be seen in Borim’s Artivity (Art+Activity)
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series.

In recent years, Borim
Press has received much
attention from overseas

making it one of the

hottest South Korean
, _ , _ publishers. So far it has
Borim Press’ The Collection series

exported roughly 60
books to 24 countries in Europe, Central America, South America
and Asia. Eun-young Cho received the prestigious Grand Prix
Biennial of Illustrations Bratislava in 2011 for her book Run Toto!
The same year, Ju-yeon Yoo received the BIB Golden Apple, one

of the world’s top three awards for picture books for her book One

Day.

ﬂ'g«-;i’ ¥
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Cover art for Eun-young Cho's Run Toto!

Borim was also granted the honor of being selected as this year’s

best publisher in Asia at the 54th Bologna Children’s Book Fair
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in Italy this April. It was the first Korean publisher to receive the

award, which is given to publishers recognized for their creativity

and adventurous book-making ventures.

t "
Cover art for Ju-yeon Yoo's One Day

In an interview, Borim’s president, Kwon, told us what the

publisher’s path is next. The following are excerpts from that

interview.

Q. We see the word ‘adventure’ pop up often linked to your
company’s name

A. We went a road unforged in the 1970s when we laid our hands
on picture books at a time when there was no concept of children’s
products in South Korea. There were no writers specializing in
children’s books nor were there guides on how to create them. We
had to create our own market and also strive for artistic perfection,

which in hindsight, was a true risk.
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Q. Why don’t you think picture books should solely be for children?

A. This comes from the thinking that picture books can be read by
people from ages 0 to 100. They say people read picture books three
times in their lifetime - when they are young, when they are parents
and when they grow old. We are trying to express that through our
picture books so all generations will be able to feel something from
them.

Q. What is the reason behind your wanting to achieve artistic
perfection through picture books?

A. There is nothing better to expand a child’s emotional boundaries
than that. Our ultimate goal is to deliver art through our books to
readers, more than morals or messages.

Q. What do you think is the reason behind Borim’s success
overseas?

A. The thoughts and storytelling used in picture books are universal,
so they appeal to many readers around the world. I'd also like to
point out our company has a separate picture book team in our
children and teens

section.

Le Petit Theatre de Rebecca - A picture book translated into
Korean with laser -cut images
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Korean publisher

Happy empathy found through globalization of Korean emotions
“Gilbut Children Publishing”

Korean publishers are expanding their presence in the offshore publication market.
At this time when foreign publishers taking increasing interest, here are two unique
Korean publishers we personally visited to hear their diverse stories.

Cover art for Gilbut Children Publishing's representative books: Jeong-saeng Kwon's Puppy Poo
and Daddy Will Go! from Young-jin Kim's picture book series
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“Happy books, warm books, books you want to keep forever and

ever.”

This has been the publishing philosophy behind Gilbut Children
Publishing since it was founded in 1995. Gilbut has been given
credit for forging a market for picture books on barren land and
today, it publishes a variety of books through which children can
understand Korean culture and emotions.

Gilbut became known to the world a year after it was founded
with the publication of Jeong-saeng Kwon’s Puppy Poo. Selling
more than 250,000 copies, the bestseller also enjoys popularity
overseas. Also, Young-jin Kim’s picture book series has been
received favorably in not only South Korea but China and Taiwan
as well. Another book series called Gilbut Children Science Picture
Books with illustrations that detail scientific facts in ways children
can easily understand is also slated to be published every year in
addition to Kim’s picture book series.

Another work of Kwon, Mount Kumgang Tiger will also be
published with illustrations by Seung-gak Jeong. Gilbut holds
high hopes this will be another work of art that will astound young
readers following Puppy Poo. This book will be jointly published
in South Korea and Japan, possibly spurring more foreign
attention..

Gilbut has continuously turned its attention to foreign markets.

It has been a constant participant of the world’s biggest children’s
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book fair in Bologna since 2002, playing an important role in
showing foreign readers the high quality of Korean picture books
and exporting them. It has exported books to nine countries: Japan,
the United States, Taiwan, France, China, Germany, Spain, Poland
and Switzerland. Its key export titles include Puppy Poo, the
Jiwon and Byeong-gwan series, the Young-jin Kim Picture Book
series and the Gilbut Children Science Picture Books series.
Especially, Sori’s harvest Moon Day that was translated and
published in Japan was selected as a recommended book for
grade school students there, prompting sales of roughly 70,000
copies. Gilbut’s science picture book series enjoys continued
popularity in China, with around 100,000 copies sold every
year.

Gilbut Children Publishing has also been making efforts to
globalize the South Korean way of thinking and feeling. The
publisher has said it would like to stress its picture books are
deserving of much attention as they are now being read all over
the world and not just
in South Korea.

What makes Gilbut’s
books so popular
in the international
market? Industry

observers attribute

Titles published by Gilbut Children Publishing this to their picture
on display overseas
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books that are easy to understand and help readers to think on
their own and grow. The various emotions and facts children
need to feel and learn are all in the books with colorful
illustrations. According to a Gilbut executive, “We hope our books
will always be there to help children around the world grow and

understand”.

O e
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Cover art for Gilbut Children
Science Picture Books Series [ﬁ 1&’,
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Meet 320 characters in one room!
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Characters all together!

The Character Licensing Fair 2017 is in its 16th year and was held at
COEX in Seoul from July 12 to 16. This year, around 320 character
license related firms and groups participated in the fair, with all
the popular characters beloved inside and outside the country in
attendance. The events and performances more than succeeded in
grabbing the attention of the young fair-goers while the fair was
also grounds for business for the companies owning character
licenses. This is the biggest event for characters in Asia and often
attracts much interest from overseas businesses.

Reflecting this, a separate business zone was set up this year for
company officials only. They were provided with a one-on-one
business matching area, a business lounge and a conference room
to discuss possible business opportunities. A number of B2B, B2C
programs were also available, with participating firms holding

business presentations to introduce new projects and characters.

The entrance to the Character
Licensing Fair 2017
at COEX in Seoul
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A ‘start-up audition’ was held where newly established businesses
vied against each other while businesses with new characters were

able to listen to feedback from experts at an evaluation event.

Searching for an exit for contents, together

The fair is sought by more than 100,000 visitors every year and this
year was no exception. The many events where the development
of South Korea’s character industry could be seen at a glance
attracted much interest. Young children who visited the fair were
seen enjoying exhibitions of characters like Pororo, Tayo, Larva by
TubaN, Robocar Poli by Roivisual and Turning Mecard by Choirock
Contents Factory.

A special exhibition established by KOCCA called ‘K-STARTUP
Pavilion by KOCCA’ displayed works from 10 companies selected
by KOCCA as means of helping them with marketing. Another

exhibition section focusing on the Korean language could

Diverse character
exhibitions
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K-STARTUP Pavilion
by KOCCA

be seen while visitors were able to glimpse the future of the
country’s character industry thanks to the participation of
companies specializing in VR/AR and games - both industries
which have been developing rapidly in recent years.

Visitors to the fair were easily able to realize the future of Korean
characters is bright as business is booming in not only South Korea
but Asia and the world. The Character Licensing Fair is slated to
be held next year as well, in bigger and better form - just like the

country’s character industry.
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Column

Jung-myung Lee’s The Investigation Receives
Premio Selezione Bancarella Award

South Korean author Jung-myung Lee has received one of the most prestigious awards
in Italy for works of literature. Lee won high recognition for his mystery thriller The
Investigation, which aims to show humanity can survive in the most dire of wars.

Late on July 16 in Italy, Jung-myung Lee’s

Jung-myung Lee

La guardia, il pocta The Investigation (EunHaengNaMu

¢ l'investigatore

Publishing Co) was awarded one of the
most prestigious literary prizes, the
Premio Selezione Bancarella. This award
is given to the six finalists for the Premio
Bancarella award, which was later

handed to Italian writer Matteo Strukul.

Jung-myung Lee's Among the six shortlisted authors this
The Investigation ltalian title:
La guardia, il poeta e year, Lee was the only non-Italian writer.

linvestigatore
The Premio Bancarella award is the only

literary prize given out in Italy where booksellers are included in

the judge panel. They can vote to select the winners.
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Finalists for the 2017 Premio Bancarella Award

The award ceremony was held in a small city named Pontremoli in
the region of Tuscany to observe the history the award has with the
city and the booksellers from that area. During the 19th century,
the booksellers were comprised of sellers of books and almanacs,
those operating bookstores and small publishers. The prize was
first established in 1953 and the first top award was given to
Ernest Hemingway for his novel, The Old Man and the Sea. Other
notable works that have received the award include U.S. writer
Alex Haley’s Roots (1972), John Grisham’s
The Client (1994), Italian author Umberto

Eco’s Foucault’s Pendulum (1989) and F'“Fﬁfl‘ﬁ'g_ﬁ_ﬂ'ﬁhiﬁfﬂfﬂjﬁ,

oy C T

Norwegian Jostein Gaarder’s Sophie’s

World (1995).

Poster for the 2017 Premio
Selezione Bancarella Award
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Foreign publication rights for Lee’s The Investigation have been
sold into 12 countries so far including Italy, the United Kingdom,
the United States and Vietnam and most of these countries
are already selling his book in their respective languages with
the exception of a few countries like Japan and Vietnam where
translation work has not yet been completed. This novel has
continuously been in the spotlight on the international literary
scene after being longlisted for the Independent Foreign Fiction

Prize in 2015.

Photo of the trophy (left) and Lee on the stage for the award (right)
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Interview

The possibility of South Korea's web fiction

South Korea's web fiction market has been growing quickly. As businesses dealing with
the Internet and mobile platforms develop, web fiction, or web novels in the country's
publishing industry have been receiving more attention. ‘Bookpal' is the leading web
fiction website in South Korea which mainly focuses on romance novels. The following is
an interview with Bookpal, which is also aiming to look beyond South Korea.

BOOKPAL

nciicing all sfones

24

K-Book Trends July 2017 Vol.2



Publication Industry Promotion Agency of Korea (KPIPA): Hello, thank
you for sitting with us in a K-Book Trends interview. Could you

provide us with an introduction?

Bookpal: Hello. We are Bookpal, a company currently dreaming of
becoming one of the top companies in mobile contents. Our business
currently operates a web fiction series platform that deals mainly with
text - which is the start of all contents. Currently there are thousands
of writers and readers using our service and we are the No.1 romance

web series platform in the country.

KPIPA: It’s clear youre dominating the web fiction market. What was
the biggest driving force behind your growth?

Bookpal: We think it was our experimental spirit. Our streamlined
structure enables us to make swift business decisions, while a
horizontal corporate culture and experimental spirit encouraging our
workers to make mistakes are real strengths that help us in trying new
endeavors without hesitation. This type of corporate culture is difficult
to copy, we believe, and it’s one of our positive strengths that has

helped us grow into the market leader we are today.

KPIPA: Recently we've seen many web fiction works become Korean
television drama series and go on to earn great popularity. I think we
can safely say Hallyu is affecting web fiction. What is Bookpal doing

today to enter the overseas market?
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Bookpal: In addition to us, we feel all companies think alike when
it comes to wanting our excellent web contents to become known
overseas. Bookpal has made various attempts at taking content abroad
and currently we are tapping the Chinese market with web novels
turned web comics. Further down the road we plan to enter markets in
Southeast Asia through translation platforms. Furthermore, with the
help of our partner companies we are developing measures to use the
intellectual property Bookpal has in diverse ways, including through
video content and VR content. Text is the basis of intellectual property
and we plan to use our strength which is our platform on which our

creators can personally upload their work.

KPIPA: We found how Bookpal engaged industry players at foreign
book fairs quite striking. Out of the contents Bookpal had to offer,

what were they most interested in?

Bookpal: Bookpal has continuously participated in foreign book
fairs to increase awareness on distribution via web fiction content
and platforms. We’ve had diverse feedback from foreign industry
executives. They were interested in our content but our web fiction
platform as well. We've also been focusing on possibilities for one-
source multi-use regarding our web fiction content. The synopsis for
a number of our work gained much interest, as well as their unique
story lines. Those who were interested in our web fiction platform
honed in on the fact that readers can read our content on their mobile

devices without being restrained by space or time. At the same time
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they wanted to know how they could create the same user experience

through paid-for content.

KPIPA: After speaking with you, our hopes for Korean web fiction have
only grown. What are your plans and goals for the future?

Bookpal: Bookpal will continue to cement its leading position in the
market by providing next-generation mobile content through our
experience in making web fiction succeed. We plan to forge on with
our endeavors into overseas markets and see next year as a real turning
point for our business and hope many of those in the publishing

industry take interest.
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m Export Prospects of Korean Books
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4. About the Author / Illustrator

Seung-Ha Ahn, who created Baba, studied western painting. After working as an
assistant director in animated films, she now is mesmerized in making picture books
with her friends from different backgrounds. Tae-Sim Kim, who created Yomi, majored
in applied arts. She currently strives to communicate with children through her work.
Joo-Yeon Yoo is the creator of Ming. As a western arts major, she draws bits of her
everyday imagination. Her main work includes «Art Museum in a Mess». Like Baba,
Yomi, and Ming, the three authors, who have different personalities, talents and
weaknesses, complemented each other to create this book.

5. About the Book

Handcraft, Recycling, Creativity, Imagination!

Do you think handcrafting is too difficult? Don't Worry! Talented Baba, caring Yomi, and
lazy but witty Ming will solve your problems with an easy prescription to handcrafting.
Try crafting recycled materials with bbayoming to help solve the concerns of the friends
in the stories. Soon you'll be a master handcrafter! The book includes a guidebook that
will help you decorate your work. Also, video guides can be found on the bbayoming
website (www.bbayoming.com).
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The Kid who has loud Sound of Footsteps is Creative

1. Publication Imprint Sigongsa Co., Ltd 1
Details Title The Kid who has loud Sound of - 'F" -~
Footsteps is Creative R

Author Soo-yeon Kim %%‘!":E’iﬂ“‘
Format 170220 = oo 1k
Binding Hard cover
Pages 216 pages
ISBN 978-89-5277-199-5

< _;l-_l-gjl:fﬂfcf—

o by

2. Contact Name Sunju Jung
Phone +82-2-2046-2895
E-mail alliswell1224(dsigongsa.com
URL http://www.sigongsa.com

3. Selling Points
Rights Sold Taiwan
Awards Selected for the Korea Arts & Culture Education
Service's Children’s Art Education program in 2002/ Introduced
on "60 Minute Parents” on EBS
Recommendations & Selections A revised 2nd edition of the 17-
year steady seller that was first published in 1998
Media Reviews A creativity cultivating program that goes far
beyond the average art class
Target Reader Parents and teachers

4. About the Author

Since graduating from Seoul National University, with a major in painting, Soo-yeon
Kim has held numerous individual and group exhibits at the Seoul Arts Center (1993
and the Insa Art Center (2002). Her books include Artist of Yellow, Van Gogh (Sigong
Art), Artist of Mystery, René Magritte (Sigong Art), The Dinosaur and the Ant (Sigong
Jr), and Kids with Loud Footsteps (Yolimwon), and she has also authored art textbooks
for elementary, middle and high school curriculums. Kim currently operates ‘Kids with
Loud Footsteps” (www.willbeart.com).

The program for [Kids with Loud Footsteps] started out with 4 students in Mapo,
in 1997, and soon became wildly popular through word of mouth. Kim's unique art
education program invites children into an open and stimulating world of creative and
individual expression. Since it began, the program has been recognized as an innovative
form of education, being selected for the public children’s art program of the Korea
Arts & Culture Education Service (currently Arts Council Korea) in 2002. The program
now operates in Mapo, Daehakro, Banpo, Bundang, Chungdam, Jamsil, Mokdong and
Joonggye.
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5. About the Book

Effective children’s education proven by 17 years on the steady seller list.

The revised 2nd edition of the 17-year steady seller, [The Kid with Loud Footsteps is
Creative] was first published in 1998. The book introduces various educational programs
and real cases to help kids express their creativity in an uninhibited way. The author’s
program was so popular that it was selected as the children’s art program of the Korea
Arts & Culture Education Service in 2002, and was also introduced on EBS's "60-Minute
Parents”.

This revised edition maintains all the important points of the first edition and features
added content regarding traits of creative children and tips for teachers. In the appendix,
the reader will see stories about extraordinarily creative children, better teachers and
outrageous works of art. In a world where parents” misguided educational passion may
actually suppress their child’s creativity, this book will serve as a sensible guide for art
education.

Based on her experience, Kim emphasizes that the more a child has to learn, the more
passive he will be. When parents see an exceptional student, they usually like to copy
and use the exact same studying methods for their own child. However, no two children
are the same, and a child’s good grades do not always indicate well-rounded growth.
“Life after school is too long and important for grades to be an indicator for everything.”
Creativity as emphasized in this book is not limited to the subject of art. It is creativity
that empowers a child to find solutions for various problems that she will face
throughout the course of her life. The author suggests an effective way for such true
education through her carefully developed educational program, and cases of children
who freely create art work.
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The Bare Face of Father's Childcare

1. Publication Imprint Antteul ) .
Details Title The Bare Face of Father's ", aTios
Childcare

Subtitle The Story of a Man Who
Approves His Own Parental Leave
Author Ka Wookhyeon

Format 145*200

Binding Softcover

Pages 260 pages

ISBN 979-11-9578-910-8

2. Contact
Name AJeong Han
Phone +82 050-5355-0208
E-mail antteuldgarthlab.com

3. Selling Points ~ URL http://www.antteul.com
Genre Essay, childcare/education/home
Book Theme The vivid story of Korean father’s childcare. “Looking
into the bare face of the childcare done by males”
Awards 2016 Sejong Book selected by the Publication Industry
Promotion Agency under the Ministry of Culture, Sports and Tourism

4. About the Author

An avid Korean software programmer. He was in charge of a 6 year-old son for 18
months. While living as a software developer for 16 years at IT corporations and
publishers, he had applied for a parental leave, yet his application was rejected. So
he quit and started being in charge of his son’s childcare! His son turned 8 in 2016,
becoming a healthy elementary school student. Currently, the author is in charge of
contents offline fusion services. He is also actively participating as an opinion leader
discussing the strategies, joys and difficulties of being a father in charge of childcare in
TV shows from MBC, EBS, YTN, various newspapers and lectures

5. About the Book

The Trend of Father’s Childcare

The trend of father’s childcare is occurring in South Korea! The Korean government
and the corporations started to recommend father’s childcare! The number of fathers
who use their parental leave is mere 10% compared to that of women, but the
number of men using their parental leave is increasing. In MBC, KBS and SBS, the
main broadcasters in Korea started to produce dramas, variety shows and programs
providing examples of ‘father’s childcare’.
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Until a Man Starts to be a Father Taking Part in Childcare

There was a father. He was a successful employee continuing promotion after
promotion as an IT developer at a publisher. The child was born, and his wife's parental
leave ended. He could not receive help from others. So he requested parental leave
to his company, and the company rejected his parental leave. So he quit, and started
being in full charge of his son’s care. He included his vivid experiences in his book. The
experiences and the conflicts he had until he started childcare and the records of his
concerns are all candidly included in the book. The ways of the Korean corporations in
2016 and the vivid company atmosphere are all included in the book.

Father’s Childcare, Father's Methods of Childcare

The book includes his methods and experiences of childcare. The strategies and fun
episodes of teaching how to read, how to foster sleeping habits, how to teach Korean
letters, how to reprimand the child are all included in the book.

The Bare Face of Korean Father’s Childcare Today

The difficult emotions unavoidable for men participating in childcare in the Korean
society not used to father’s childcare are also included. The author candidly tells the
feelings of being left out, inferiority and pain felt while rearing up his son. Through the
candid voice of the author, the readers are able to learn about the current stage of the
Korean culture.

* Benefits: The book allowing the readers to feel the exact temperature of father’'s
childcare, beyond the ‘heartwarming’ childcare essay!

e Reading Point

1. The father grows with the child! Games, book, learning, eating habits, sex education.....
The special experiences and special thoughts a Korean father has while caring for his
child

2. The only male wherever he goes! The father’s story that mothers will never know!

3. 18 months of a father’s childcare seen from the perspective of a mother
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Where Is It? Here It Is!

1. Publication Imprint Marubol Publications
Details Title Where Is It? Here It Is
Author Kim, Joohyun
Illustrator Kang, Geunyoung A

Format Hardcover
Binding 200*226

Pages 40 pages

ISBN 978-89-5663-566-8

2. Contact Name Lee, Sunmi
Phone +82-2-790-4150(503)
Email sunmidmarubol.co.kr
URL www.marubol.co.kr

3. Selling Points

Subject Playing with the Body, Physical Touch between Parent and Baby, Attachment
and Bond-Building

Recommendations & Selections 2016 Selection of Sejong Book Sharing

Media Reviews A picture book that helps babies and toddler learn about different body
parts! While playing with different body parts, baby's body and mind will grow together!
Target Reader Babies and Toddlers

4. About the Author / IWlustrator

Author Kim, Joohyun

Kim introduces herself as an old mom who regrets not having hugged her daughter
more, and not having said “I love you™ to her daughter more. Kim still frequently finds
herself yelling at her mischievously playful daughter. Yet, she says that she feels
happiest when she hugs her daughter. Kim is the author of The Gorilla that Reads
Books and Read Books or Eat, the first of which won the Borim Creative Picture Book
Prize. Kim is also the illustrator of As / Want.

Illustrator Kang, Geunyoung

Kang was born in Paju and studied design in college. Kang likes drawing the wiggly
fingers and toes of babies and kids. Kang is the illustrator of Hold on Tight! and Get in,
Get in.
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5. About the Book

Where Is It? Here It Is! is a picture book that helps babies and toddlers explore and
learn about body parts while building a healthy bond with their parents. Warm color
illustrations and affectionate lines successfully express the tender love between babies
and their parents. In every page, different animal mothers and babies appear to look at
each other, nudge each other’s noses, and kiss, each time repeating the same question
and answer: “Where is it? Here it is!” By mimicking the animal mothers and babies in
the book, parents and babies can playfully explore and learn about different body parts.
Building a bond between parent and baby can be more challenging than it seems.
Reading Where Is It? Here It Is! together will help parents and babies build bonds in a
fun and playful way.
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The Day Great Grandpa Came

1. Publication Imprint Nurimbo
Details Title The Day Great Grandpa Came

Author Yi Yeong Mi
IWustrator Oh Seung Min
Format 221*288
Binding Hardcover
Pages 38pages
ISBN 978-89-5876-207-2

2. Contact Name Jeong Min Jae
Phone +82-10-6723-5986
Email Nurimbo_pub(@naver.com
URL www.nurimbo.co.kr

3. Selling Points

Recommendations & Selections Selected for 2017 Happy Morning Reading
Target Reader Children's Book (age 6~7)

4. About the Author / Illustrator

Author

Yi Yeong Mi, the author of The Day Great Grandpa Came, studied at Ewha Womans
University. Drawing pictures with children at Seonhwasil, an art class, she became
interested in picture books and decided to become a writer. Her works include 7ak-
tak the Little Migrant Bird's Dangerous Journey Around the World, Technologies That
Change the World, and 7Towns and Villages That Change the World.

Illustrator

Oh Seung Min, the illustrator, received a runners-up award at the 2004 NOMA Concours
with his picture book, Come Out, Come Out, and was selected as the Korean Illustrator
of the Year at the 2009 Bologna Children’s Book Fair. His works include Uncle Chanda,
The Day Great Grandpa Came, Mom on a Tiger, Celandine Flower Comes into Bloom,
No Parking, The Island of Sea Lions, Seoul, The Plastic Bag Plant, and the Selmina the
Alien series (5 volumes).

5. About the Book

Grandpa Had a Dad, Too?

It's a busy morning at Grandpa's house. Grandma and Mom are cooking in the kitchen,
and Grandpa is polishing a picture frame holding a black and white photograph.
Everyone is bustling to get ready for the day Great Grandpa comes.
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Who is Great Grandpa, you ask? It's Grandpa's dad. Min-ho is amazed that Grandpa
once had a dad, too.

Dalbong, the puppy, starts barking at the persimmon tree in the yard. Min-ho chases
Dalbong to the tree. Beneath it is a great big glass bead. Min-ho quickly picks up the
glass bead. Then he sees a strange new boy sitting on a branch, looking down at him.
Shh, the boy says, a finger to his lips.

The boy jumps down from the tree, and runs to the backyard. Min-ho follows him, and
the boy demands that Min-ho give him the glass bead. He says it belongs to him. Min-
ho, however, doesn’t want to give up the glass bead. He hides it behind his back, saying
it's his since he found it at his grandpa’s home. Then the strange boy takes a big step
toward Min-ho.

A Special Day with Great Grandpa on His Memorial Day

In Korea, people hold memorial service for their ancestors, preparing food for the souls
of those who have passed away. The ancestors are invited to partake of the food during
this special ceremony, which had its beginning in rich imagination.

The Day Great Grandpa Came takes such imagination a step further and creates a real-
life story. On the day of his Great Grandpa’'s memorial service, Min-ho, a seven-year old
boy, comes to encounter the soul of his great-grandfather in the form of Jon-oh, a boy
his age. Min-ho, of course, is not aware that Jon-oh is his great-grandfather. Jon-oh is
old-fashioned in his speech and behavior, having lived more than a hundred years ago,
but becomes fast friends with Min-ho, a modern-day boy.

At first the two squabble over who should keep the great big glass bead that Min-ho has
found, but they soon hit it off and make their way together to Jon-oh’s treasure house.
Together, they play with Jon-oh's old toys and have a swimming competition in a water
hole. When it grows dark, they share some memorial service food in the backyard,
away from the eyes of Min-ho's mother. From morning to evening, Min-ho and Jon-oh
are happy spending a special day together.
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Ancient Roads

1. Publication Imprint SoSu
Details Title Ancient Roads . B
Subtitle River Ways, Waterways, B \‘:""I
and Travel Routes ::;]
Author Lee Kibong ;
Format 153*225 ST,
Binding Softcover et e E
Pages 245pages :1“".\. B e 2
ISBN 979-11-8731-204-8 i\ = i ip
15'_."‘"" :I '
2. Contact Name Yuseon Jeon e |
Phone 82-10-9077-2081 FI ey ;r N

Email sosu_list(dnaver.com

3. Selling Points

Subject Korea, geography, culture, and history
Target Reader Adults

4. About the Author

Lee Kibong was born in the city of Hwaseong in 1967. He studied geography at Seoul
National University and received his MS and Ph.D. from the same university. In 2002, he
became a research member of Kyujanggak Institute of Korean Studies, and since 2009,
he has been working as a research member at the Curatorial Affairs Office at National
Library of Korea with a focus on Korean history and geography. His publications include
The Birth of an Ancient City, Gyeongju, Geography Class, Joseon Cities: the Spaces of
Power, Kim Jeong-ho's Dream, Geography Geniuses during Joseon, Kim Jeong-ho:
the Giant Who Ushered in Modernity, Old Maps about Land and Pegple, and Forgotten
Names of Places.

5. About the Book

The book is about roads, and it begins by asking if roads in Korea have changed since
one or two thousand years ago. Namhanggang-gil, Gwanghwa-gil, Hangang, and Uiju-gil
were trade routes for the common people for ages, and by taking readers on a journey
along these river ways, seaways, and roads, the book introduces the changes that took
place on these routes as well as the history behind them, including the changes that
took place during the time of the Japanese occupation and the Hangang Development
Project. Readers can also learn the original names of places and how these names
became forgotten or lost.

To explain the water ways, the book takes readers on an imaginary journey, sometimes
passing through water as calm as a lake but sometimes through rolling rapids. The
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journey has readers imagine inland ports and rapids that disappeared when Paldang
Dam and Ipobo were built and also when the government implemented the Hangang
Development Project during the 1980s. The journey includes a stop at Songpa-naru and
Sambat-naru, where Seokchon Lake is now located. Readers learn that boats carrying
grains to be paid as taxes stopped near Yongsan while other boats stopped at Samgae,
which is now Mapo. With boats that carried salt, seafood, and salted seafood stopping
at Samgae, it was the busiest inland port in the country.

How were sea boats different from river boats? And what was the difference between
traveling on the river and on the sea? To answer these questions, the book takes
readers to Ganghwa Island, where the sea meets the river. It tells stories about
ferrymen who risked their lives passing through Sondolmok, about Gapguji-naru, where
boats docked sideways, and about the invasion of Qing, when Ganghwa Island was
captured. The journey continues to Meomeori Island, below the demilitarized zone, to
Odojat, where the Hangang River meets the Imjin River, and to Yanghwa-naru, where
Catholic believers were beheaded during the French campaign against Korea in 1866.

In the old days, every stream, regardless of its size or length, had its own name.
For example, the name Hangang was used only for Hangang-naru, while the other
streams that flowed into the Hangang River had their own name: Mokgye, Makheureug,
Heunbawi, Baegae, and Chirgmi to name a few. These were the names used by people
for more than a thousand years, but during the Japanese occupation, they were turned
into Chinese characters, with their original names now forgotten and lost.

The book instructs readers about the way people traveled on foot long ago. They
traveled with guide books called Jeongri-pyo or Dori-pyo, and the map inside the guide
books illustrated seven main roads that connected different regions to Seoul along with
two other branch roads. According to Jeongri-pyo, as well as Dori-pyo, the road that
envoys used to travel to and from China was Uiju-gil, and therefore it was considered
the most important road. But because the country is now divided, Uiju-gil now ends
below Panmunjeom. As we travel south, readers stop at important historical places.
The book quotes and cites from The History of Goryeo, The Annals from King Injo, and
The Annals from King Seonjo to inform readers about the places of major battles, the
differences between foundation stones from different dynasties, Buddha statues from
the Goryeo Dynasty, government-operated inns, and Korean gardens. The book ends at
Donuimun, one of the eight gates to Seoul, where Uiju-gil ends.
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publishing industry

South Korea’s publishing industry

From publishers to large-scale bookstores, regional bookshops and second-
hand bookstores, South Korea's offline book distribution structure is detailed as
it is diverse. This is a close look into South Korea's offline publication distribution
structure and the issues surrounding it.

Differences in growth per bookstore size

According to a biennial survey carried out by the Korea Federation
of Bookstore Association, there were 2,116 offline bookstores in
South Korea as of 2015. This was 38 percent less than a decade ago
when the country had 3,429 bookstores in 2005. The decline was
mainly driven by smaller bookstores closing down, whereas the
number of larger bookstores over 330 square feet rose 8 percent
over the same period from 262 to 283. This outlined the trend that
although the headline number of bookstores is on the decline, the
physical size of bookstores is expanding. Currently, 30 percent of the
three biggest bookstore chains including Kyobo Bookstore in the
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country are locations that opened after 2016 and these chains are
expanding locations aggressively in newly built shopping malls

nationwide.

South Korea’s publication distribution system

One characteristic of South Korea’s publication distribution system
is that large-scale bookstores and publishers usually trade directly
while smaller, regional bookstores and second-hand bookshops
can be seen doing business with a middleman, usually a wholesaler
(regular books) or regional store for educational workbooks and
magazines. Also policy-wise, a loose fixed-price system is in place
where retail bookstores can provide up to 15 percent in discounts to
consumers.

In terms of trade, bookstores can either directly purchase published
works from publishers or wholesalers to sell, or they can take on
a quasi-middleman role and sell books while allowing returns for
refunds to be made directly to the publisher. In the case of books
that sell well, bookstores prefer the former as it allows for more
profit, but in most cases the latter method is overwhelmingly more
used as there is less risk for bookstores.

As of November 2014, when the regulation for fixed prices on books
was reinforced, there has been a sharp decline in price competition
through discounts. Prior to this, there was no limit to the discount
rate for books after 18 months following their publication date,

spurring online booksellers to slash prices by up to 50 percent,
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but the regulation now limits all discounts at 15 percent. After
this change in the distribution system, the country saw more than
200 small, unique bookstores established. Some newly created
bookstores no longer sell educational workbooks but are creating
a new bookstore culture by holding diverse events while using a
comprehensive management strategy for more revenue, selections
and consumer concentration. It’s a unique, experimental strategy
for South Korean bookstores to bypass the educational books route
but their efforts to survive by expanding ways to stay in contact
with readers are notable.

Meanwhile, ‘Seojeom(bookstore) ON’ is a government-funded
bookstore portal site that aims to connect the point of sales (POS)
systems of the country’s secondhand bookstores. It analyzes the
POS systems of roughly 200 used bookstores nationwide, what
their book inventories are and provides lists of recommended

books in order to boost the competitiveness of regional bookstores.

‘Corporate-form Secondhand Bookstores’ in the Spotlight

One recently notable point in South Korea’s offline bookstore and
publishing culture is the spread of corporate-form secondhand
bookstores. In a step apart from previous bookstores that were
often run by individuals, large online bookstores have now
established offline stores to handle used books. Their influence
has been spreading quickly. The leader in this industry, Aladin, is

currently operating 34 large-scale secondhand bookstores in the
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country’s key cities while the country’s largest online bookseller
YES24 already has four offline stores in Seoul and Busan, despite its
late entry into the secondhand market. These corporate bookstores
have systematized buying and selling secondhand books from and
to individuals. They are also affecting the profits of bookstores and
publishers relying on new book sales as they snap up barely-used

latest bestsellers from readers and re-sell them.

Possibility for Change

One existing regulation aims to protect offline bookstores by
designating them as businesses appropriate for small to medium
sized firms. This regulation for bookstores has been renewed after
a three-year term and will be valid until February 2019, limiting the
number of new offline bookstores large conglomerates can open.
Should this regulation exist temporarily and expire later, large
online booksellers will be able to open new stores in the future,

bringing about extensive change to the bookstore landscape.
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South Korea’s July Bestsellers

Written by Seung-yeon Yoo (New-media Team, Assistant Manager)
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orders despite a shorter ordering period, reflecting the high interest
of readers as this is Murakami’s first novel in seven years. Readers
in their 30s made up 42 percent of the consumer base for Killing
Commendatore. Men in their 30s showed the most interest in the

new release, accounting for 21.7 percent of sales.

Popular writers boost novel sales, including Keigo
Higashino’s Dangerous Venus, Ae-ran Kim'’s

Outside is Summer

In hand with Murakami’s success this summer, novels are all the
rage with Korean readers. Young-ha Kim’s Only Two stayed at
No. 3 on the bestseller list for a third straight week, while Nam-
joo Jo’s Ji-young Kim Born in ‘82 sat at No. 8 on the list for a second
week. The first part of Slumber by French writer Bernard Werber,
uniquely popular among Korean readers, stepped down one place
from the previous week to No. 9. The second part of Werber’s novel
stood four places lower at No. 11, but has still managed to remain
near the top of the list. Keigo Higashino’s new release Dangerous
Venus climbed up four spots to sit at No. 10. Meanwhile, Korean
writer Ae-ran Kim’s story collection Outside in Summer inched up

one spot to No. 15. This is Kim’s first release in five years.
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<South Korean Top 15 Bestsellers, July 2017>

T —

14

15

Killing Commendatore 1 Haruki Munhakdongne Novel
Murakami
- Haruki
Killing Commendatore 2 . Munhakdongne Novel
Murakami
Only Two Young-ha Kim | Munhakdongne Novel
Temperature of Language Kiju Lee Malgeulteo Essay
i Glad you Living Like Shin-hoe Kim Nol Essay
BonoBono
All Relaz‘/onsh'/ps Start Beom-jun Kim | Wisdom House Self-
From Delivery development
Lessons On Self-Esteem Hong-gyun Yoon | Simple Life Self-
g9y P development
Ji-young Kim Born in 82 Nam-joo Jo Minumsa Novel
Slumber 1 Bernard Werber |  Open Books Novel
Dangerous Venus Keigo Higashino Hyundae Novel
9 go g Munhak
Slumber 2 Bernard Werber |  Open Books Novel
Questioning How to Live Simin Rhyu Saenggakeuigil | Humanities
Dignity of Words Kiju Lee Hwangso Books Seli-
gy J g development
2018 Han-gil Jeon's Korean . : :
History Witing Notes for Success Han-gil Jeon ST Unitas Educational
Outside is Summer Ae-ran Kim | Munhakdongne Novel

* Data provided by YES24
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K-Book Trends is a monthly web magazine published by the
Publication Industry Promotion Agency of Korea. It provides highly
effective Korean publishing contents for international stakeholders

to secure global competitiveness in the publishing industry.

We produce professional data about promising Korean books for
oversea markets and share success cases of Korean publications
and copyright export, and reach out to international stakeholders
through rich information collected by Korea’s major international
book fair activities, bestselling books and an overview of publishing

industry.

K-Book Trends will be produced in English and Chinese, and can be
easily read anywhere in the world using any PC or mobile devices.
Readers can subscribe and receive email newsletters and PDF file

downloads.
K-Book Trends and the Publication Industry Promotion Agency
of Korea always look forward to hearing opinions from industry

experts and readers.

e-mail | kbookcenter@naver.com
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